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This fifth issue, an open issue, brings together a collection of interesting articles, all contributing in some 
way to the debate on educational research for social change. The articles draw on research in the local and 
global arenas, making it clear that educational research for social change is fast gaining momentum in 
educational research debates.  

 

                   “                                                  -Reliance from an experiential learning 
                                                 ”                   K                     G ø        
and Erling Krogh, clearly shows the importance of policy in guiding an education system. The authors argue 
that despite the Education for Self-                                                  ’                   
being contextually relevant and appropriate, it has slipped out of the praxis of the education system. They 
revisit the ESR philosophy—using the theoretical framework of social learning and experiential learning—to 
argue for the need to revitalise ESR in contemporary education in Tanzania as a means of transformation. 

 

   “                                                                                        ”                   
and Brenda Subramanien take up the issue of education policy in multigrade classrooms, which often 
places teachers in classes without the necessary educational support. It is important to note that 
multigrade is not implemented through choice, but due to necessity. It became evident that the curriculum 
was a major challenge because multigrade teachers have to implement a monograde-designed curriculum 
that does not take their context, in which several grades are combined into one class at the same time, into 
consideration.  The authors subsequently implemented the Intel@ Teach programme to assist multigrade 
teachers in dealing with the many challenges they face in their classrooms. 

 

                   “                                            –learning skills: A self-reflective action 
                 ”                                                                                      
a lecturer in a tertiary setting. In this self-study, the author explains the importance of using his educational 
values to guide his pedagogical decisions. He stresses the importance of critical self-reflection in assisting 
tertiary educators to make educational choices appropriate for the diverse and complex higher education 
landscape in South Africa. He concludes that constant self-reflection is needed to inform the design of 
various teaching strategies suited to the diverse learning needs of students. The article thus emphasises the 
importance of critical self-reflection as a catalyst for educational transformation through transforming the 
educators. 
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Margaret Riel and Kathleen Lepori contribute to the debate of research as social change through their 
“                                             ”                                                         
change that novice action researchers (in this instance graduate university students) often reported, and 
how this knowledge could be used to better support the reflective process central to action research. The 
transformative changes in knowledge, skills, and identity are discussed at three contextual levels—
professional transformations of the action researcher, shared experiences of changes in the organization, 
and scholarly participation in a research community. Their discussion highlights the complexity and richness 
of action research as a means of professional development.  

 

                   “‘             ’                                          -based approaches to working 
with war-                                                  ”                           ’         riam 
Denov, Fatima Khan, Warren Linds, and Claudia Mitchell, foregrounds the ethical dilemmas of doing 
educational research with children, in this case children affected by global adversity such as war. The use of 
participatory arts-based methods such as photovoice, drama, and drawing—in school, community, and 'on 
the street' settings—                                  ‘         ’                                       
dilemmas. The authors, having reviewed the literature, raise several questions and make an important 
contribution to the debate on the ethics of using arts-based research with children.  

 

Complementing the five articles of this fifth issue, are a book review and a conference report. Thokozani 
                             ’                       ophy of Education Reconsidered: On being human—
prompting him to self-reflect on whether, and how, he as a teacher and researcher is contributing to 
transformative education. This book clearly has value for teacher and scholars. 

 

A report on the annual Southern Africa Research in Mathematics, Science and Technology Education 
                                              “                                                  
                              ”                                                          rt Elizabeth, in 
January 2014, rounds off this interesting open issue. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


